From A Faith & Vocation Fellow
College here at Madison is different. Growing up on a farm in rural Wisconsin, the big city was new and intimidating and frankly terrifying. I waded through my first year of classes, student orgs, working way too much, and learning how to make friends all while trying
to figure myself and this place out. My faith life fell by the wayside
and an integral part of me was missing. Everything changed when I
was introduced to the Faith and Vocation Fellowship.

A Home Away from Home
The Lutheran Campus Center is a place of comfort, food, and
worship – a home away from home. But as a student worker, it
means so much more to me. The work that I do at the Lutheran Campus Center to feed hungry college students – including
myself – is important to me. While the lunches I eat there help my
budget, I know there are others who would not eat lunch at all if it
were not for us. Not only is the job rewarding, but indispensable.
The wage that I receive has helped me keep the heat on through
the winter and pay for my textbooks and living expenses while I
attend university. Pastor Emily has also been a blessing, not just
to the Lutheran Campus Center, but to me as well. She has been
a great mentor; her passion is inspiring and her joy infectious. I
am not sure where I would be today without her and the Lutheran
Campus Center. Graduation will be a bitter sweet goodbye.
-Claire Massey, Senior

In addition to placement, fellows meet in a cohort each Sunday to
talk over the week, experience new methods of religious practice
(Lutheran as well as others), and hear from guest speakers on everything from the paths of prayer to religious iconography. It has been
a true blessing to be challenged and confused about something I
thought I knew and those things I had never heard of before. I’ve
been able to affirm the roots of my faith all while delving into topics
with a renewed curiosity.
This fellowship has changed my life. I sincerely thank each and
every individual and blessing that made this wacky and wonderful,
once in a lifetime experience possible.
					
Your brother in Christ,
					
Addison Arndt, Sophomore
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The program is centered around 10 hours of work each week in a
ministry site of interest. For my placement, I lead the middle and
high school youth groups at nearby Luther Memorial Church while
serving on the Family Ministry Board and as of this month, becoming an adviser for church council. I have had the amazing chance
to discern God’s call in my life while working with a congregation that supports me in every way. I’ve failed and I’ve succeeded, I’ve organized events attended by nearly every member of the
middle school cohort and I’ve offered volunteers at events where
(due to my own lack of organization) only one kid showed up. I’ve
been extremely nervous about my first time leading middle schoolers, and I’ve been thrilled to lead games with dozens of elementary
students. More than anything, this program has allowed me room to
grow as a person.
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Planning for the Future

The Lutheran Campus Ministry Board of Directors held a
strategic planning retreat in January full of conversation
and visioning led by Ann Zanzig of the Riseling Group,
formerly a consultant for the Office of Quality Improvement at UW-Madison. The day consisted of the gathering of current and past LCM Board members, Alumni,
and staff with large group and small group conversation
guided by Ann and Pr. Emily.
Before we entered into our strategic planning conversations, we took some time to review the clarity of our
current mission, which included discussion around our
current Mission Statement - “Responding to God’s call,
Lutheran Campus Ministry creates an affirming community that provides students with opportunities to deepen
faith, engage minds, and serve neighbors.” The group
then spent some time on a SWOT analysis (Strengths,
Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats), as well as a
time for dreaming and visioning of what the ministry
might look like in 2020.
From this conversation and by using data collected
about the ministry from partner congregations, alumni,
and current students, the group focused down to 5 priorities (in the panel on the right) to guide the leadership
of LCM for the next 3-5 year window. These priorities will
be included with the priorities that we are still curating
from our 2017 session, but I am happy to report that we
have accomplished a great deal from this focusing of our
ministry goals, and through the dedication of our talented and passionate staff and Board of Directors.
Overall it was time well spent, helping us to harness our
energies and to sharpen our focus on the current and
future work/needs of the ministry.
In Christ,
Rev. John Worzala Dumke, LCM Board President

Strategic Planning - Our 3-5 year priorities will
include these 5 focal points:

01

Foster Student Discipleship This will in-

clude the lifting up of students in leadership roles as a
part of the ministry, funding internship and fellowship
programs, with the goal of equipping students for
sharing the good news of the gospel on campus, and
to be leaders in their future communities.

Strengthen Connections Among
Current, Past, and Future Members
Curating plans to fostering effective and improved
communication to and with Alumni, congregations,
and future students.

03

Create a “Proclamation Plan” to
articulate our “Why?” Re-evaluation of faith

formation within the context of Lutheran Campus
Ministry (worship, spiritual development, faith based
service, etc.) and how to proclaim the gospel in word/
service through a distinct Lutheran theological lens.

Develop a Resource Plan This will include

the creation of a Development Task force who will
create a development plan which will map out the
sustainability and funding of our current and future
ministry. A second group will be formed to assess current & future facility and programmatic needs.

05

02

04

Commit to Intentional & Accountable
Inclusivity Being more intentional about having

student leaders who represent all the campus communities who we serve and striving to create an environment where members who are a part of marginalized
communities feel truly welcomed.

Reflections on “A Place at the Table” LSM National Gathering
This year’s Lutheran Student Movement National Gathering in Memphis, Tennessee was incredible. We had the most number of students participate since the movement restarted five years ago. There were so many wonderful parts. I loved the intentionally inclusive worship liturgies,
and the time for small group discussion. I got to lead a workshop called “Words and The Word” where the group discussed how to use poetry
as a means for learning about and understand the Bible. I was also given the opportunity to preach on our theme at closing worship. I talked
about Noah’s Ark, and how important giving every animal a space on the boat was crucial in saving the Earth. But my favorite part of the Gathering was visiting the National Museum for Civil Rights at the Lorraine Motel where Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was murdered. The museum was
tough to get through emotionally but it was worth it because the exhibits shed so much light on the life of the Civil Rights movement. Gathering in Memphis, under the theme “A Place at the Table,” helped renew my sense of God’s call to social justice and radical love for all people. I
am excited to continue that justice work with LSM as the representative for Region Five again this year!
Below is an excerpt from the closing worship sermon. You can find the entire sermon at theresonlygraceperiod.wordpress.com
In Peace,
Claire Embil, Sophomore

Genesis 7: 2 and 3 tells us that God told Noah to get seven pairs
of all the clean animals, seven pairs of the all unclean animals, and
seven pairs of all the birds. That is 14 woodpeckers on a wooden
boat, but God knew that and said take them anyway.
This is what making a place at the table is all about. It’s about working hard to answer the call God gives to us, the same call God gave
Noah so long ago. Take all the creatures, those society has deemed
clean and those they have deemed unclean. The woodpecker
needed to be on the boat because God said so, but also because
leaving an animal behind would upset entire ecosystems and communities. The people on the boat simply needed to recognize the
needs of who was with them.
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The answer is really simple. If you don’t want the woodpecker to
destroy the wooden boat, bring extra wood. Bring the leftover
lumber from ark’s construction. Bring a couple trees if you have to.
The woodpeckers and the termites would’ve left the boat alone
if they had been given a space of their own. I would argue that
Noah probably did that since we know the ark didn’t sink and the
story has a happy ending. But that’s not the point. That point is to
use the image to ask ourselves when we need to be like Noah and
make a place for others….because God said so, but also because
leaving people behind upsets entire ecosystems and communities.
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Financial Report
Income

2018
Actual

2019
Budget

$83,528

$65,000

Donors

$69,235

$75,000

Congregations

$32,173

$43,000

Endowment

$22,395

$19,000

Apartment Rent & Building Use

$17,685

$18,200

Grants

$16,479

$15,000

$6,335

$11,150

$247,830 $246,350

Expenses

2018
Actual

2019
Budget

Building Operations & Maintenance

$46,504

$49,500

Communications & Office

$10,204

$9,500

Student Programming

$10,132

$22,000

Hospitality & Meals

$20,947

$15,500

Pastor & Staff Salary
Benefits, Continuing Ed

$123,771 $122,230
$27,211

$27,620

$238,769 $246,350
Net Income

$9,061

Diane & Jeffrey Munroe*
George Nabor
Don & Krista Nelson
James Nelson
Robert & Andrea Olson
Norman & Darlene Olson
Tom & Ginny Olson
Ryan & Annie Panzer
Larry & Debra S Parker
Roger & Arlette Patrow
Mark Paulsen
John Pederson
James Peebles &
Dawn Buchholz
Randy & Heidi Peterson
David & Mary Peterson
Roger & Linda Pettersen
Shawn Pfaff
Carol & Andrew Phelps
Huldah Pierce
Larry Pinnow &
Mary Markwardt
Brad & Joy Pohlman
Kevin Powell
David & Janet Primus
Randall & Debra L Raasch
Robert Rand
Emily Reinke
Viola Richardson
Fred & Kristine Rilling
Leonard & Melanie Ripley
Jean Roepke
David Romstad
John & Mary Rowe
Rev. Mary Rowe
Erik Rudeen*
John & Joan Ruppenthal

Jeffrey & Myrna Ryder
Sara Sanger
Darlene Scherer
Douglas & Scotty Schinke
Andrew & Kristin Seaborg
Kathryn Seifert*
Anne Selbyg*
Cynthia & Donald Siebert
Jacqueline Siegl
Audrey Simonson &
Deborah Smith
Mike Sims & Beth Nygaard
David Spengler
Sandra Stadtmueller
Bill & Mary Steinnagen
Rachel & Karl Stuen
Mary & Andrew Stutesman*
Shirley Sundquist
Alicia Taff*
Ronald & Emma Tipple
Helen Troutman
Emily & Paul Tveite*
Carol & Mike Tveite
Jacob & Arvalene Vedvik
Kathleen & Darrell Vogt
Stephen & Georgia Waters
Jack Westman
William & Sally White
Sydney Widell
Christopher Wilbur
Scott & Kristin Williams*
Carl & Sue Willke
Marilyn Wolf
William & Carolyn Yanke
Ralph & Carol Zahnow
David & Janet Zentner*
Karen Zutz Rendall

2019 Grants Received

ELCA & Synod

Program Fees & Miscellaneous

* Denotes Sustaining Donor

$0

In 2018, Lutheran Campus Ministry was blessed to receive several
grants from partner organizations and foundations. These grant
funds were used in 2018 and will continue to strengthen our ministry in years going forward.

40K
20K
10K
9K
2.5K
2.5K

Campaign for the ELCA Youth & Young
Adult Ministry Grants: We received a grant of
$40,000 for our Faith & Vocation Fellowships
and other student ministry grants. These funds,
received in 2019, are to be used over a four
year period.
Siebert Lutheran Foundation: We received
a grant of $20,000 to be used over two
years (2018 & 2019) for our Faith & Vocation
Fellowship Program. These funds will be used
as matching dollars for our special appeal for
this program.
ELCA Domestic Hunger: We received a grant
of $10,000 to be used in 2019 & 2020 for our
Taste of Grace Lunch program as well as for
The Keep Food Pantry.
Bethel Lutheran Foundation: We received a
grant of $9,000 for our new Student Ministry
Internship program, to be used in 2019.
St. Paul-Liberty Lutheran Foundation: We
received a grant of $2500 in 2018 to update
our internal and external signage. We have
completed the internal signage and will
update the exterior in 2019.
South Central Synod of Wisconsin
Endowment: We received a grant of $2500
in 2018 to be used for our Faith & Vocation
Fellowship program in 2018 & 2019.

A Holy Experiment
This fall saw the beginning of a holy experiment here at Lutheran Campus Ministry. We gathered our first cohort of Faith and
Vocation Fellows, four young men and women who are serving
others in Christ’s name through organizations related to the
church. These students are exploring different vocational
paths and grounding themselves each week in prayer and
study as they discern God’s calling in the midst of their lives.

Thank you to Beth Skogen Photography (@bethskogen)
for taking photos of the happenings around Lutheran
Campus Ministry this past fall!

Earlier this month, in worship we heard the account of Jesus
calling the disciples into ministry. In those young fishermen,
Jesus saw workers for the kingdom of God, messengers of God’s
mercy in Christ Jesus. After the sermon, our small worshiping
community sang these words, from Cesarero Gabarain’s hymn,
“You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore:”
You know full well what I have Lord,
Neither treasures, nor weapons for conquest,
Just these my fish nets and will for working.
This song is beloved by our community. Its interpretation of the
call of the disciples seems to create a space for each of us –
however ordinary, however unlikely – to be called by God into
ministry.
Students often feel like they have so little to offer. A scarcity of time. A total lack of money. And yet this year at Lutheran
Campus Ministry, I have seen God call so many students to share
their gifts on behalf of the community, responding to God’s call
to embody Christ in our daily lives.
Not only our Faith and Vocation Fellows. Each week students
offer their musical gifts in worship, or read from scripture, or
speak prayers aloud. And at lunch each day at the student center, a student host warmly greets those who come to wash their
dishes, making the students who come here feel welcome and
included.
I’m struck by how generously our board members and volunteers offer their time and skills to keep this ministry healthy and
vibrant. How congregations see this ministry as an extension of
their own ministry, offering their financial support.
For most of us, what we have to offer feels insignificant. We feel
we could do more. And yet through Christ, our meager offerings become an abundance that has the capacity to shape
the lives of students and convey the grace of God.
Thank you for being a part of this community and for the
ways that you continue to respond to God’s call and offer yourself in service in your daily life.
In Christ,

Pastor Emily Tveite

Become A Sustaining Donor, Get Free Coffee
By making a recurring monthly donation, you make a lasting commitment to the
students who walk in the doors of Lutheran Campus Ministry. Becoming a sustaining donor is a great way to help ensure the stability of Lutheran Campus Ministry
in Madison and its continued ministry to and with students on the campuses of
UW-Madison, Edgewood College, and Madison College.

All NEW sustaining donors in 2019 will receive a
free bag of LCM Blend Coffee as a thank you!

Becoming a sustaining donor is easy! Simply enter the amount you would like to
donate along with your payment information, and your credit card or bank account will be automatically charged each month. In addition to saving yourself
time, your money goes further as a sustaining donor because it reduces administrative expenses related to mailings and paperwork.
You choose the amount at which you would like to participate and frequency.
Visit LCMMadison.org/giving/ to sign up today.

