
What, exactly, is it like to be a student in a pandemic?  What, exactly, is it like to be a student in a pandemic?  
In any given year, it seems as though the Lutheran Campus Ministry community is becoming something new. As a quar-
ter of our student population leaves and another class is welcomed, life at LCM is always changing. But this year, with all 
of our activities shifting to a virtual format, our community’s life together changed profoundly. Leaning into the strange-
ness of these times, we tried some new experiments: a small group especially for first year students, a social media 
based reflection on the seasons of the church year. At the same time, students continued to experience classes, campus 
life, and LCM’s Thursday night faith conversations, but in new formats. Here, we have gathered four reflections on an un-
usual fall semester at Lutheran Campus Ministry. In them you will hear our longing to return to an embodied expression 
of our community, but you will also find that we have found God’s presence in our virtual experiences.

So many things have changed as a student 
during this pandemic. Life seemed to go from a breakneck speed 
of classes, clubs, study sessions, and socializing to a slow crawl 
of Zoom. Instead of bouncing around campus all day, I’ve been 
spending my quarantine in my small apartment with my roommate. 

I’ve always spent a lot of time studying, but it’s much more solitary 
now. I average about ten hours a day staring at my computer. I miss 
the ability to chat with other students in between classes. I miss 
crash landing at the campus center and spending all day there, 
occasionally running into classmates. Most of my classes are entire-
ly online. While not ideal, I’ve learned that in-person classes during 
COVID are a complete headache. One of my discussions was 
in-person and it is difficult to work in groups while six feet apart in 
a large lecture hall. I also had a lab class that was not made easi-
er by the on-again-off again quarantines or the fact that we were 
required to do a similar level of work, but now entirely alone. 

I suppose if there is one silver lining, my classes being recorded is 
very helpful for the freedom to do things on my own schedule. I 
know that we have a long way to go before life returns to normal 
(however much that normal has shifted). I think I can confidently 
speak for the whole student body when I say that we are all craving 
a return to normalcy.
 Jenna Ridler, Biochemistry, 2021

I had the pleasure of taking part in 
our First-Year Small Group, lead by Vicar Leif 
Kratzke-Nelson. Meeting over Zoom once a week throughout the 
semester, we slowly made our way through the book Belovedness: 
Finding God (and Self) on Campus, edited by James Franklin & 
Becky Zartman. This book covered a range of topics relevant to 
college students, such as identity, faith, sex, success, failure, and 
more, all through the lens of belovedness.

‘Small Group’ is no exaggeration; aside from Leif, myself (a senior), 
and my fellow intern Sam (a junior), there was only one actual ‘first-
year’ member. However, this intimate setting turned out to be a 
blessing. Because there were only four of us, we were able to have 
open conversations with a level of investment and vulnerability that 
would have been difficult to cultivate within a larger group. Even as 
a student already in my final year of classes, I found myself looking 
upon my experience (and what I still have left of it) with renewed 
perspective, thanks to the faith-based discussions that this book 
prompted among our little book club.

Though I believe participation in this group could certainly have 
been beneficial to many other first-year students out there, I am so 
grateful we were able to enjoy the connection we did share with 
one another. Connecting with even one first-year made the experi-
ence more than worth it – for her, and for the rest of us! 
 Delilah Schuster, Music Education, 2021

In the wake of the events of the past 
spring and summer, I remember seeing lists and lists 
of books about race. When I saw that we would be reading Dear 
Church by Lenny Duncan I was excited to be able to have a group 
to discuss the topics and a little accountability to make sure I read 
the book. Race always seems to be an awkward topic to talk about, 
and as I white person I always feel like I’m not the right person to 
speak on it. The book creates space to discuss race in a context 
many of us were familiar with, the church. Lenny Ducan does not 
hesitate to criticize the church in the ways it failed many of its mem-
bers, promoting conversation on these issues. We had many great 
and I’ll admit sometimes awkward conversations, in part to these 
being held on Zoom. We had the space to admit that we may not 
have been aware of these issues so tangibly present in some of our 
home congregations and the church as a whole. We had the space 
to discuss how these could be rectified and action that could be 
taken now to better our church, to make sure we hold the church 
and even ourselves accountable. If you haven’t yet read Dear 
Church, I recommend it. Take some time to really soak in the words 
and have the hard conversations with your friends, family, and 
church community about it.
 Sami George, Environmental Sciences, 2022

Last year disrupted many so things 
for us, especially our connection to our church life. While 
many churches around the country have reopened, many remain 
closed, and many congregants still feel unsafe to attend in-person 
worship. While nothing virtual can replace the experience of Word 
and Sacrament of in-person worship, the Church has employed 
new ways to keep Christians connected with online worship, 
devotionals, and as many zoom meetings as you can imagine.

Besides hearing the Word and receiving Holy Communion, one of 
the most cherished parts of worship as a Lutheran is the liturgical 
calendar. Seasons and feast days are useful tools that connect us 
to the tradition of the Church catholic and help direct our hearts to 
God in new ways, renewing our devotion each year.

And so when the normal routines of church are not present in our 
lives due to the pandemic, we felt that keeping students connect-
ed to the rich tradition of seasons and feast days would help keep 
our hearts turned towards God. Through simple social media posts 
with some information and a proper prayer from our Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship hymnal, LCM Madison has tried to keep stu-
dents connected to the liturgical calendar. Perhaps students were 
reminded of new seasons or learned about feast days they didn’t 
even know existed. Either way, in this unprecedented year of firsts, 
hopefully, the LCM Liturgy Project presents the comfort of God’s 
steadfast love and the Church’s ongoing mission to preach the 
good news.
 Sam Lanzer, Political Science, 2022

Playing Kuub during a socially distanced, mostly online “Retreat” 
with LCMs from across the country. 

Pr Emily and 
her dog, Olive, 
took walks with 

students as a 
way to safely 

connect one-on-
one, get to know 

new students, 
and hear about 

the joys and 
concerns of 
college life 

during COVID.
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Lutheran Campus Ministry

Of all the ways that my life has changed because of the coronavirus, 
the change that seems most stark is the lack of casual, unstructured 
interaction that I have had with students during the school year. 

In normal times, over one hundred students walk through the 
doors of Lutheran Campus Ministry’s student center each day. 
Many of them stop to linger at the huge pots of coffee that are 
found in the main hallway, or chat for a few minutes with others 
gathered around the fireplace in the lounge.

I was blessed to meet a handful of these students each day and hear 
a few thoughts about what was going on in their lives. Coursework. 
Their families back home. The political climate. Movies or podcasts. 
Trips planned for weekends or breaks. 

Before the pandemic, these tiny conversations didn’t seem all that 
significant. They were just part of the background of my life and 
ministry. Rachel was getting ready to take the MCAT. Nathan had 
been accepted to Law School. Sam was going on a camping trip 
with some friends.

But for the past 12 months, and most acutely since September, I 
have missed these interactions and the ways that they wove the 
lives of the students who passed through our doors into a kind of 
community. Each caring conversation was a tiny thread in the 
larger fabric of Lutheran Campus Ministry.

As I imagine what life will be like in September this year, I find myself 
reminding myself to never again take these kinds of interactions for 
granted. To savor the communities of which I am a part.

At the same time, one of the blessings of this time of virtual 
community has been the ways in which I have seen how the LCM 
community stretches through time and space. 

I’ve been holding a weekly coffee break on zoom - a kind of pale 
imitation of the natural gathering around the coffee pot at the 
student center. One week, I was joined by current students here 
in Madison, a recent alum who is now living in California, and two 
students now working on graduate degrees in Michigan. 

In conversations like these, I have realized that the fabric of the 
community woven together in this place extends far beyond 
Madison and far beyond the students who find themselves in 
school at this time. One of the blessings of a virtual community is 
the reminder that our connections in Christ Jesus, and through this 
ministry, stretch far beyond the ones we make in person today.

Thank you for being a part of this community of faith, part of the 
fabric of this community. May God continue to bless you. 

Tiny ThreadsTiny Threads      By Pastor Emily Tveite, Director & Campus Pastor



Financial ReportFinancial Report

IncomeIncome 2020  
Budget

2020  
Actual

2021  
Budget

Synod & ELCA $80,000 $129,719 $80,000

Donors $70,000 $74,003 $58,000

Congregations $45,000 $42,243 $35,000

Grants $30,000 $6,311 $15,000

Endowment $19,000 $18,460 $15,000

Apartment Rent,  
Building Use, Misc.* $13,200 $11,907 $13,200

$257,200 $282,641 $216,200
* This report doesn’t include PPP funds received

ExpensesExpenses 2020  
Budget

2020  
Actual

2021  
Budget

Admin & Communications $14,500 $16,922 $15,500

Building & Maintenance $49,000 $35,990 $41,500

Hospitality & Hunger 
Ministry

$14,500 $4,395 $7,250

Faith Formation &  
Student Programming

$40,000 $22,780 $23,000

Staff $152,179 $133,558 $146,436

$270,179 $213,645 $233,686

Net Income/Loss ($12,979) $68,996 ($17,486)

In the Covid year of 2020, LCM’s income exceeded expenses by 
nearly $70,000. Part of this is due to the synod’s correction of 
prior underpayments, but a more important factor was the contin-
ued generosity of individuals who contributed directly or through 
their congregations. Expenses were less because programming 
was less in areas like hospitality and our noon meal programs.

For 2021, we have planned conservatively. Based on our expe-
rience and apparent trends, we reduced income expected from 
donors, congregations, and grants. We plan full programming for 
only one semester and expect reduced costs of building use, hos-
pitality, the noon lunch, and student programming. We forecast 
total income at $216,000 and expenses at $234,000. The board 
will take actions to keep this 8% deficit manageable.

Support God’s Mission with a Support God’s Mission with a 
Legacy Gift Legacy Gift 
A charitable bequest is one of the easiest ways to have a lasting 
impact on the ministry of Lutheran Campus Ministry. A bequest 
may be made in your will, trust or through a beneficiary designa-
tion.  The following language can help when working with your 
attorney. “I give, bequeath and devise $__________ or _________ 
percent of my estate/trust to Lutheran Campus Ministry in Mad-
ison, 325 N. Mills Street Madison, Wisconsin.” Your gift may be 
un-designated and provide broad support as outlined in our orga-
nization’s Gift Policies or designated for a specific program area. 

If you have questions or would like more information on how to 
support Lutheran Campus Ministry with a planned or legacy gift, 
please contact Pastor Emily Tveite at emily@lcmmadison.org or 
608-257-7178. Additional resources are available through the 
ELCA Foundation at elcafoundation.org/resources. Cindy Halv-
erson, ELCA Foundation regional gift planner is also available to 
assist you in planning for a gift - cynthia.halverson@elca.org or 
773.380.2572.

Growing DigitallyGrowing Digitally
By Vicar Leif Kratzke Nelson

The digital realm is a familiar one for me. Even before the 
pandemic, I was organizing Skype and Facebook messenger calls 
with my family and friends to play long-distance games from the 
Jackbox franchise or Dungeons and Dragons. And, as an avid 
gamer, I was no stranger to some of the ways gamers communicate 
online. 

However, when the pandemic started and all religious activity 
moved into the digital realm, life took a strange turn. It was one 
thing for my social relationships to be assisted by digital means, but 
now my spirituality and also my church community would be online 
too. It was completely uncharted territory to navigate starting an 
internship, going to worship, meeting the congregation when it is 
all on Zoom, email, and video recording.

Over the course of the past eight months or so, there have been 
many ups and downs in terms of figuring out the technology. 

It has been harder to meet the people at Luther Memorial and 
Lutheran Campus Ministries, as well as experience the daily life of 
the church. But on the other hand, the little online communities 
that I have gotten to be a part of have been an absolute delight. 

One particular joy has been using my roots in digital gaming to 
bring it to the students by hosting some Jackbox game nights, 
which are a regular highlight to provide a space to laugh and joke 
around with one another. It has also been a joy to discuss faith, 
pray, and reflect on God’s word. Certainly there are challenges and 
pieces that I am missing. But I still consider it a blessing that I get 
to work and grow in such an environment.

It’s not a tactics-and-techniques kind of book; more im-
portantly, Ryan Panzer describes the ways technology has 
influenced and changed our culture over the past decade 
with priorities of questions, community, collaboration, and 
creativity all having become more highly and differently 
valued than in the past. Panzer shows how the church today 
is behind the curve in responding to the cultural changes 
technology has occasioned and demonstrates how it can 
pivot in order to be meaningful today. Panzer’s voice is 
trustworthy, speaking from experience in the tech industry 
and with deep theological insight.  
 -Pam Shellberg, Dir of Lifelong Learning at Bethel Lutheran Church, Madison

Grace & GigabitesGrace & Gigabites  
Ryan Panzer (LCM alum, ‘11) is the 
author of “Grace and Gigabytes: Being 
Church in a Tech-Shaped Culture,” a 
new book exploring the future of church 
in the digital age. Having attended 
Luther Seminary while working at Goo-
gle’s Ann Arbor office, Ryan noticed 
the worlds of technology and church 
were quite different. In conversations 
with friends and co-workers, nearly all 
of whom do not attend church, he realized that those who grew 
up in the digital age are intrigued by and interested in the Gospel 
message, even as they feel disconnected from some of the ways 
we do church. “Grace and Gigabytes” explores what it would 
look like for the church to be more aligned with the culture of the 
digital age. 

Ryan lives in Madison, WI with his wife, Annie, also an alum of 
LCM, and daughter, Alice. Their family goes to Good Shepherd 
Lutheran in Madison. For more writings and resources, visit  
www.ryanpanzer.com. 
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The Keep Food Pantry  The Keep Food Pantry  
Continues Serving StudentsContinues Serving Students
As with many things this past year, “Flexibility” and “Safety” were 
the operative words of 2020 within The Keep and The Keep Food 
Pantry. Even with these challenges, the student groups are active, 
albeit mostly on-line, and the food pantry has served increasing 
numbers of shoppers over the last 9 months of the year. The LM 
congregation mentors/advocates have remained in touch with the 
student groups leadership.

The food pantry has served up to 45 shoppers in one visit.

The # of shoppers Oct - Dec increased over the earlier 
part of the year. 

94% of shoppers are UW students, faculty or staff

38% grad students, 31% jr/sr students, 25% first/soph

56% walk to the pantry

95 active shoppers, 213 overall shoppers

Nancy Abraham
Ms. Darlene Anderson
Carl Anderson
Ryan & Shannon L Anderson*
Gary Antoniewicz &  

Martha Taylor
Carolyn Aradine
Cara Argus*
Kirstin & Justin Arndt
Andrew & Susan Bakken
Barbara Baxter
Karl & Amanda Beckman
Molly Beran*
James Bisgard &  

Kathryn Temple*
Amy & David Bittrich*
Nathan & Laura Blair
Kevin & Deborah Boatright
John Bogdanske
Bill & Judy Braham
Joan Braun
Joyce Bringe
Mark & Amy M Bronner
Bonita Bruce
Catherine Buege
Jeanette & Rick Burger
Judy Bush
Carolyn Butts*
Mr. John M & Ms. Carolyn Cain
Richard & Emily Campbell*
Casey Cardinal
Carl Carlson*
Judith Cherwinka
Jeff & Robin Cherwinka*
Arlen & Judy Christenson

James & Karen Christenson
Becky Christianson
Dr William & Mary Cilley
Ronda & Craig Collins
Bob Courter
Merry Damrow
Timothy Dean &  

Susan Hagness
Craig Dedo
Neal Deunk
Joel Diemer
Mark & Jane Ann Domroese*
Emanuel Douah &  

Naomi Ziegler
Penny Duane
Steven & Gail Dzurak
Curtiss Engstrom*
Jon & Crystal Enslin
Annie & Robert Erdmann
Adam & Sarah Erickson
Phyllis Ermer
John & JoAnn Fabie
Marilyn Feldner
Ms. Janet Floeter
Kirsten Fryer & Justin Kolb*
Robert & Marie Garske
Phillip & Elizabeth Gearing
Jeffrey & Sheri Gehrke
Paula Geister-Jones
Jeffrey & Melissa Gerdin
Amy Grabow
Ms. Sarah Griffin*
Marc Hansen
Scott Hanson &  

Jennie Hounshell

Gordon Hanson
Ruth Hanson
Karen Hanson
Peter Todd & Susan Heide
Chadwick & Stephanie 

Helminger
Margaret & Donald Hoffmann
Jack Holzhueter
Katie & William Huggett
Ronald & Janet Johnson
Keith & Andrea Kelling*
Paul Kent
Lynn & Tom Kevern
Kent Klanderman
James & Jennifer Kleven*
Donna Knickmeyer
Louis Kubai & Carol Landahl
Denny & Jan Lamers
David Lance
Lynne Larock & Scott Lindhurst
William Lautz
Mr. Richard & Lynn Lawson
Glen & Sally Lee
Randi Leeder
Roy & Suzanne Lienau
Peter & Emily Jane Lockrem*
Tom Loftus
Nicholas J & Judith Lom
Mr. Karl & Ms. Vicki Lonngren
Kendra Macdonagh-Stensven*
Hildy McGown
Kenneth & Lynn Mehringer
Paul Milner & Carol Becker*
David Moen
Helen Molstad

Fred Moore
Diane & Jeffrey Munroe*
Don & Krista Nelson
Christian Neuhaus
Courtland G & Sylvia Nichols
Leah & Stephen Nilsen
Beth Nygaard & Mike Sims
Robert & Andrea Olson
Sara & Kevin T Ousdigian
Ryan & Annie Panzer
Larry & Debra S Parker
Mark Paulsen
John Pederson
James Peebles &  

Dawn Buchholz
Donna Peterson
Annika Peterson*
Roger & Linda Pettersen
Kevin Powell
David & Janet Primus
Randall & Debra L Raasch
Deborah Schultz &  

Richard Ralph
Robert Rand
Viola Richardson
Fred & Kristine Rilling
Leonard & Melanie Ripley
Jean Roepke
John & Mary Rowe
Erik Rudeen*
John & Joan Ruppenthal
Darlene Scherer
Douglas & Scotty Schinke
Harley & Bonnie Schmidt
Jared Schmitthenner

Todd & Elizabeth Schnell
Andrew & Kristin Seaborg
Kathryn Seifert*
Anne Selbyg*
Cynthia & Donald Siebert
Jacqueline Siegl
Jeff Siemers
Rachel Smith*
Gilbert & Carolyn Splett
E Peter Strommen
Mary & Andrew Stutesman*
Alicia Taff*
Charles & Laura Thompson
Ronald & Emma Tipple
Gerald & Normal L Tonnell
Laura & Matthew Treat
Helen Troutman
Carol & Mike Tveite
Christine Uber
Cynthia VanderWoude
Kathleen & Darrell Vogt
Stephen & Georgia Waters
Kristine Weber
Janet White
William & Sally White
Scott & Kristin Williams*
Ms. Sue Willke
Marcia Wilson
Ms. Marilyn Wolf
Julienne Wood
William & Carolyn Yanke
Ralph & Carol Zahnow
David & Janet Zentner*

Special thank you to the sustaining donors denoted with a *.  To become a sustaining donor, please visit lcmmadison.org/giving/

Board of Board of 
Directors UpdateDirectors Update

By Rev John Worzala Dumke 
LCM Board President

Having grown up in Wisconsin, I have always viewed the month of 
March with cautious optimism...spring and summer come to the 
forefront of our minds. Yet, more often than not, we are slammed 
by an unexpected cold front or a snowstorm. 

This cautious optimism is also being applied by our campus 
ministry board in our budgetary goals for this upcoming year. 
We have been truly blessed this past year by the wonderful and 
integral support of the Synod, partner congregations, and donors 
such as yourselves. 

The question that hangs in the air, is what will this year be like? 
What will it look like financially, programmatically, and is a return 
to “normal-ish” activity realistic? 

These are the big questions we are trying to gauge as we enter 
into a time of strategic priorities. As we move into a more 
intentional effort around development and financial stability 
for the ministry now and in the future while thinking about how 
best to serve along-side our students and to give them the best 
resources as they navigate their transition into adulthood.

As we continue through this “March” of ministry at LCM, 
we are grateful for the countless support we have in you. As 
always, I ask for your prayers for the ministry, for Pr. Emily and 
Kenzie, and especially for our students who continue navigating 
unprecedented academic schedules in the face of a global 
pandemic. As “Forward” is our state motto, we look ahead to this 
year in ministry not fully knowing what it has in store for us, but 
certain that God will be the one leading us.

2020 Donors2020 Donors


