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Lutheran Campus Ministry

As we have returned to a kind of new normal this fall, I’ve been 
reflecting on some things I learned last year that I’m bringing into my 
post-pandemic (or whatever this time is) ministry.

Students Bring their Home Lives with them to Campus 
When students are living in Madison, away from their families, 
it can be easy to forget that what’s going on in their home lives 
has a huge impact on their academic success, mental health, and 
general wellbeing. Almost half of students at UW Madison come 
from families whose incomes are in the top fifth of Wisconsin 
households, and only four percent of students come from families in 
the bottom quintile. During covid, I saw firsthand how what students 
were dealing with at home: financial concerns, family members 
who were ill, or parents working front-line jobs while also raising 
younger siblings, had a direct impact on their ability to focus on their 
coursework. Even though what’s going on at home is harder to 
see now that we’re back on campus, it’s on my mind more this 
year as I get to know students and check in about how they’re 
doing.

Don’t Just Focus on Freshmen 
Last year in January, a young woman who was a sophomore logged 
into one of our Thursday night faith conversations on Zoom. She 
was a student who I had reached out to several times over the 
course of her first year on campus, but who had never responded. 
During covid, she became a regular participant in our virtual events. 
When I asked her why she had decided to join us, she said: “During 
my first year of college, I wanted to have what I thought of as the 
typical UW experience - I went out a lot, focused on having fun, and 
even though faith was a big part of the family I grew up in, I didn’t 
connect with that part of life at all. My sophomore year, I came back 
to campus and was living with some of the girls I was friends with 
my freshman year. Even with the pandemic, they were going out a 

lot, and I didn’t feel very safe at all. When I came back to campus in 
January, I found a new place to live and I reached out to LCM. Even 
though we only met online, I realized that the people who were 
coming to the group really cared about me and shared my feelings 
about how to deal with the pandemic and campus life.” This year, 
as I reach out to students to personally invite them to be a part 
of our community, I’m remembering that it’s important to focus 
on more than just freshmen.

1 on 1 Conversations Matter 
Unsurprisingly, student engagement was low during the pandemic. 
Students were tired of Zoom meetings and having a harder time 
finding the energy to socialize virtually. I learned from a colleague 
that she had started inviting students for outdoor, masked walks 
with her and her dog as a way of offering pastoral care during the 
pandemic. On a whim, I decided to do the same. Over the course 
of the year, I took many walks with students. The one on one 
conversations I had were deeply meaningful to me and, I think, to 
the students who I had the privilege of connecting with. This year, 
I’m incorporating a practice of taking a walk or getting a coffee 
with at least one student one on one each week.

Collaboration is Key (and Fun!) 
Some of the most fun events we had during covid were the Big10 
Trivia night on Zoom, in which we competed against one another 
and also connected with students from around the country to 
compare notes, support one another, and commiserate about life 
during a pandemic. Our students were also blessed to be a part of 
a virtual spring retreat that was hosted by LCM Twin Cities. Cole 
Arthur Riley of @blackliturgies gave us the opportunity to think about 
Walking in the Wilderness of the pandemic. We haven’t connected 
with other campus ministry sites virtually yet this year, but I am 
hoping that we will embrace this opportunity again!

4 Things I (re)Learned during COVID4 Things I (re)Learned during COVID      By Pastor Emily Tveite, Director & Campus Pastor



Raising up Leaders at Lutheran Campus MinistryRaising up Leaders at Lutheran Campus Ministry
In its 100+ year history, Lutheran Campus Ministry in Madison has raised up countless leaders for the church. Some of our students go on to 
ordained ministry, but many more become leaders in their congregations and local communities who live out their faith in daily life. LCM has 
two leadership programs that cultivate a year-long close knit community of students dedicated to reflecting on God’s presence in daily life, 
growing in knowledge and faith practices, and intentionally sharing Christ with others through words and actions.

Meet GretaMeet Greta  
2023 | Communication Arts, Digital Studies

I heard about LCM through one of my 
mom’s coworkers.  My mom’s coworker 
knew Pastor Emily and made sure to 
connect the two of us.  

What’s your favorite thing about school? 
My favorite thing about school is going 
to class and making those new “school 
friends.”  The people who you only know 
strictly through class and they are always 
the best people.

What motivates you to work hard?  
What motivates me to work hard I would 
have to say is my future.  The harder you 
work now, the easier things will be in the 

future.  Another thing that motivates me is that I hate to disappoint 
people, so when I am not working to my full potential it is more 
likely that I will end up disappointing someone in the long run.  

Meet AbbyMeet Abby  
2024 | Industrial Engineering

I found out about LCM originally through 
info given by my home church (Atone-
ment Lutheran in Muskego, WI), and 
then by attending a virtual org fair during 
the fall of my freshman year.

What’s your favorite thing about school?  
After spending my first year of college 
in a virtual setting, I am simply enjoying 
seeing people this year. There’s really 
a sense of community in an in-person 
setting that didn’t exist online.

If you could live anywhere...? 
I would enjoy spending a year or two 
living in one of the Nordic countries. The 

landscape and fjords are beautiful!

What are your hobbies?  
I am currently a member of the all-university string orchestra, where 
I play the viola. I also enjoy running, hiking and hammocking.

Meet SamMeet Sam  
2022 | Political Science & Economics

I found out about LCM after meeting 
Pastor Emily after church one day at 
Luther Memorial.

What’s your favorite thing about school?  
On this campus, it’s easy to find other 
students and faculty interested in the 
same things I am. Either in formal stu-
dent organizations, office hours, or just 
conversation, I’ve had the chance to dis-
cuss the things that interest me the most 
and meet new people at the same time.

Who is your favorite biblical figure ?  
My favorite figure in the Bible is St. Paul 
the Apostle. After taking a class at UW 

on his letters in the New Testament, I learned more of the context 
of his work, which has given me a grander appreciation of him. 
Paul’s story of conversion and his passionate (and sometimes emo-
tional) devotion to the truth is inspiring.

Meet NoahMeet Noah  
2022 | Mechanical Engineering

I found out about Lutheran Campus 
Ministry through my sisters who attend-
ed UW Madison before me and told me 
it was a great place to study and find a 
faith community.

If you could live anywhere...? 
Inside of the US probably Washington 
or Colorado and outside the US either 
Germany or Scotland.

What are your hobbies? 
I enjoy playing board games and table-
top games like Dungeons and Dragons.

Who is your favorite biblical figure?  
I’ve always felt a special connection to the story of Noah and the 
Ark, but I like the ending of that story with God’s promise to love 
us and how that promise is only shown during a storm which I have 
used to help me get through times of struggle in my life.

Meet SamiMeet Sami  
2022 | Educational Sciences

My freshman year I knew I wanted a 
church group like at my home church, so 
I googled and came here with a friend, 
and I’ve never left.

If you could live anywhere...? 
The Pacific Northwest. There are so 
many cool outdoor sights to see and ac-
tivities to do, and the weather isn’t bad.

What are your hobbies? 
I really love being outside and going 
hiking, especially in fall. It feels great to 
move around and get some crisp fresh 
air

What is your favorite thing about school? 
I really love just learning new things, like random facts I can tell 
friends and family that are super exciting.

Faith and Vocation Fellowships are service-learning envi-
ronments designed to help students explore their passions and 
utilize their skills in partner ministries. LCM students serve in lo-
cal congregations, synodical ministries, and other organizations 
dedicated to service. In the past four years, we have had students 
serve in congregations in youth ministry, food pantries, and music 
ministry. We have also had students work with the Lutheran Office 
for Public Policy in Wisconsin, local hospital chaplaincy, Oakwood 
Village, and Skaalen Retirement Services.

Student Ministry Interns welcome new students to Luther-
an Campus Ministry, facilitate small groups and other activities, 
and provide leadership within the student worshiping community. 
Upperclassmen become natural mentors to those new to campus 
and intentionally care for other students. Together, student ministry 
interns reflect on how they can best share Christ’s mercy to others 
in word and action. In their leadership at LCM, they gain comfort 
and skills in leadership that they carry into the congregations and 
communities they join after graduation.

We welcome you to meet some of the interns for this 
school year!



This fall, the exterior of our building got an eye-pleasing 
update as Lutheran Campus Ministry replaced our aging 
exterior signage and collaborated with local OhYaStudio on a 
window mural designed to convey welcome and draw interest 
toward the main entrance of our building, which is located 
on Mills Street.  The banner over the door (above) proclaims: 
You Belong which speaks to our identity as an inclusive and 
affirming community as well as our 21-22 yearlong theme of 
Belonging.

What we want for students to know, more than anything else, is 
that they belong. The world constantly reminds all of us of what 
we are not. And life - especially life in a pandemic - has a tendency 
to make us feel alone. But each person is a holy creation - made, 
loved, and claimed by God.

So as students walk through the doors of Lutheran Campus 
Ministry, they are greeted with these words: You belong. 

The experience of belonging can give us freedom. Freedom to 
really be who we are. Freedom to really connect with others. 
Freedom to really dig into community, and make a difference in the 
world. And belonging is, at its heart, rooted in the truth that each 
of us is God’s beloved child: created, claimed, forgiven, and called 
to share Christ’s mercy.

All year long, our community will be exploring the idea of 
belonging. Here’s a preview of some of the conversations we’ll be 
having and resources we’ll be using.

Belonging to OurselvesBelonging to Ourselves
In order to belong to others, we must first seek to understand 
ourselves just as we are. The Enneagram is an ancient theory of 
unknown origin that provides wisdom for people who want to get 
out of their own way and become who God created them to be. 
We’ll begin our year with a five week discussion on the Enneagram 
based on Ian Cron’s book, “The Road Back to You.”

Belonging to One AnotherBelonging to One Another
We live in a world in which people can’t seem to get along, 
where race, class, political ideology, and so much more put up 
walls between people. From judgments made unconsciously to 
complacency in systemic evil, we must learn how to recognize 
and transcend our biases. In late fall, we’ll gather for a four week 
conversation about how Christian contemplative prayer can help us 
to see one another more clearly, based on “Learning how to See,” 
a podcast from the Center for Contemplation and Action. 

Belonging to ChristBelonging to Christ
When we are baptized, the congregation proclaims: “You Belong 
to Christ, in who you were baptized. Alleluia!” Often, however, we 
see baptism as a one-time event and not as a lifelong vocation. 
Martin Luther said that in our baptisms we die daily to sin and 
rise again to new life. Using Dan Erlander’s book “Baptized we 
Live,” we will explore the Christian life as a way of seeing, hearing, 
teaching, and following Christ.

Belonging in the WorldBelonging in the World
How are we, as Christians, to understand where we fit into the 
world around us? Some see faith as something that leads us 
to oppose that which is “earthly.” Others argue that our faith 
becomes a lens through which we see everything around us. 
Utilizing ideas from H. Richard Niebuhr’s classic work, “Christ 
and Culture” we will explore how we, as Christians, see our faith 
relating to the culture we find ourselves in.

Be sure to follow @LCM.Madison on social media 
to see what’s going on in our community and what 
we’re thinking about.

You belong.You belong.



The Keep is a physical space where 
Luther Memorial Church, Lutheran 
Campus Ministry, and several 
UW-Madison Registered Student 
Organizations collaborate on projects 
related to basic needs insecurity. The 
mission of the keep is to meet basic 
needs and raise up servant leaders. 

The Keep Food Pantry Update 
This fall, we’ve seen an uptick in the number of individuals coming to 
the food pantry each week. In September and October, the average 
number of households served has been around 60 with about a 
quarter of these being newcomers this fall. Several of the households 
we serve are households of graduate students with children. 

Each week we have been ordering about 500 pounds of fresh, 
refrigerated, and frozen foods. Fresh produce, especially ready to 
eat fruit, is very popular. In addition, frozen meals, meat, and dairy 
products are very popular. We also continue to offer nonperishable 
staples such as rice, pasta, canned goods, and snacks as well.

Since COVID, we have begun using a virtual check-in system where 
shoppers use a QR code to share their demographic information with 
us. We also have shoppers take numbers and wait outdoors or on the 
main level of Luther Memorial to limit the crowdedness in the pantry 
itself. Many thanks to a dedicated team of volunteers from Luther 
Memorial for helping to feed hungry college students!

Student Groups 2021-22 
Each year, we welcome four student groups to utilize space in The 
Keep to help carry out their basic needs-related projects! We are 
excited to welcome back three returning groups this fall, as well as 
one new group! Read more about them at the right!

Qualified Charitable Distribution Qualified Charitable Distribution 
from an IRA – A Good Giftfrom an IRA – A Good Gift
Direct gifts to Lutheran Campus Ministry from your IRA may:

1.  Be an easy and convenient way to make a gift from one of 
your major assets.

2. Be excluded from your gross income: a tax-free rollover.
3.  Count toward your required minimum distribution (for 

2021, must be 72 years of age.)

For your gift to qualify:
1.  You must be 70 ½ or older at the time of your gift.
2. The transfer must go directly from your IRA to Lutheran 

Campus Ministry.
3. Your total IRA gift(s) cannot exceed $100,000 per 

individual.
4. Your gift must be outright.

If you are 70 ½ or older, you may direct your IRA manager to send 
a specified amount ($2,000, $5,000, $25,000 up to $100,000) to 
Lutheran Campus Ministry for general use or designated for the 
endowment fund. If you are 72, your gift may count toward your 
required minimum distribution (RMD) and be excluded from your 
gross income.

Thank You, Congregations!Thank You, Congregations!
We are grateful to the many congregations who support the work 
of Lutheran Campus Ministry year after year. Partner congregations 
have designated support of $1000 or more to campus ministry in 
their annual budgets. Supporting congregations are those who 
have sent gifts to Lutheran Campus Ministry in the current or 
previous fiscal year. 

In addition to providing financial support, Partner Congregations 
support Lutheran Campus Ministry  by providing meals, volunteers, 
and in-kind support. They also help to connect their congregation’s 
UW Students to campus ministry. Partner Congregations invite the 
Campus Pastor to share an update from the pulpit once per year 
and share information with their congregations regularly about the 
impact of campus ministry.

Partner Congregations
Advent Lutheran - Madison
Bethel Lutheran - Madison
Christ Lutheran - Stoughton
Lake Edge Lutheran - Madison
Luther Memorial - Madison
McFarland Lutheran - McFarland
Messiah Lutheran - Madison
Midvale Community Lutheran - 

Madison
Our Savior Lutheran - Sun Prairie
St. James Lutheran - Verona
St. John’s Lutheran -  

Prairie du Sac
St. Luke’s Lutheran - Middleton
Trinity Lutheran - Fort Atkinson
Zion Lutheran - Wausau

Supporting Congregations
Bristol Lutheran - Sun Prairie
Covenant Lutheran - Stoughton
East Koshkonong Lutheran - 

Cambridge
Evangelical Lutheran Church - 

Mount Horeb
Good Shepherd Lutheran - 

Madison
Grace Lutheran - Cambridge
Peace Lutheran - Waunakee
St. John’s Lutheran - Oregon
St. John’s Lutheran Church - 

Johnson Creek
St. Paul - Liberty Lutheran Church 

Deerfield
Trinity Lutheran - Madison 

The Artisan Collective is a University of Wisconsin-Madison 
student organization that collaborates with women global artisans, 
shares their stories, sells their products, and reinvests profits into 
their communities in order to make a positive economic, social and 
environmental impact. The Artisan Collective works with groups 
of women artisans in three developing countries: Nepal, Mexico, 
and Ecuador through a Fair Trade model. By buying handcrafted 
goods at fair prices, The Artisan Collective supports women worker 
cooperatives that reinvest their profits into their local communities. 
You can see the handcrafts and support The Artisan Collective with 
an online purchase at: theartisancollective.org

BundleUp is a student organization at UW-Madison that provides 
support for those in need by gathering warm winter clothes and 
hygiene products. BundleUp provides homeless individuals in the 
Madison community with cold-weather items and personal hygiene 
products. We collect items through bins located throughout the 
Madison area, distribute to individuals and community partners, 
and reinvest funds to purchase additional items based on need and 
community demand. 

F.H. King is a student-run agricultural collective connected to the 
University of Wisconsin, Madison. We strive to connect land, food, 
and the Madison community, demonstrate alternative agricultural 
techniques, and advocate for sustainability in our community. F.H. 
King is run by a non hierarchical board of student directors, and 
is supported by a robust community of students and interns. We 
endeavor to promote equity and justice in our actions and to be 
inclusive to folks of all identities. Find out more about F.H. King at: 
https://www.fhking.org

Knit for a Cause members gather weekly to knit and crochet items 
for people in need. Making everything from hats and blankets to 
sleeping mats and reusable bags, the group uses The Keep to 
store their supplies and finished items before donation and also 
meets to knit together each Thursday at Lutheran Campus Ministry.

Welcome RondaWelcome Ronda
Ronda Beggs joined the LCM team as 
Office Manager in late June 2021. She 
is supporting student ministry and staff 
with primary responsibility for making 
the student center a hospitable and 
warm environment by greeting students 
& visitors, working with volunteers and 
stakeholders, helping staff work together 
effectively, and providing administrative 
support for our programming.


